Enlargement of the spinal cord: inflammation or neoplasm?
Intramedullary spinal tumours are uncommon lesions that can cause significant difficulties in the differential diagnosis between inflammatory diseases such as multiple sclerosis and acute disseminated encephalomyelitis, and vascular malformations or neoplasms. We report five cases in which the history and the clinical symptoms suggested an inflammatory process of the spinal cord but the MRI characteristics were those of neoplastic lesions. Both non-neoplastic and neoplastic intramedullary lesion may have very similar symptoms, and even CSF abnormalities, but in every one of our cases, a more detailed history and longer observation of the clinical course would have led to the correct diagnosis; in such problem cases, empirical treatment and a follow-up MRI after a month's observation would be a more prudent approach providing that the patient is not rapidly deteriorating.